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In Chapter 3 of Class 9 Civics, you will understand how the representatives are elected. The
chapter begins with the topic of why elections are necessary and useful in a democracy. Then
it further explains how electoral competition among parties serves the people. The basic idea
that this chapter tries to convey is to distinguish democratic elections from non-democratic
elections. So, go through CBSE Notes Class 9 Political Science Chapter 3 on Electoral
Politics and get a deep understanding of this chapter.

Why Do We Need Elections?

Elections take place regularly in any democracy. There are more than 100 countries in the
world in which elections take place to choose people’s representatives. The mechanism by
which people can choose their representatives at regular intervals and change them whenever
they want to is called an election.

In an election the voters make many choices:

e They can choose who will make laws for them.
e They can choose who will form the government and take major decisions.

e They can choose the party whose policies will guide the government and law making.

What Makes an Election Democratic?

Minimum conditions of a democratic election include the following points.

1. Everyone should be able to choose their own representative.

2. Parties and candidates should be free to contest elections and should offer some real choice
to the voters.

3. Elections must be held regularly after every few years.

The candidate preferred by the people should get elected.

5. Elections should be conducted in a free and fair manner where people can choose as they
really wish.
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